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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HHH Es E Sermons are (in ſubſtance) much 
the ſame as thoſe of Dr. Watts. The dif- 
ference, and every variation will be eaſily diſ- 
covered, by all who are acquainted with the 
Doctor's. Theſe are deſigned for young people, 
more unlimitedly than thoſe which were com- 
poſed by the Doctor for his own ſociety; and 
therefore the form in which they now are, will 
be admiſſible by every reader. The diſtance 
of more than a hundred and fifty miles from the 
_. preſs will apologize for any typographical errata 
which, perhaps, may be found in them. Should 
theſe Sermons be acceptable to the Patrons of 
Sunday Schools, or any other Inſtitutions for 
Promoting Chriſtianity, and through their 
hands diſſeminated amongſt the poor, it will 
add to the pleaſure of the perſon who now in- 
troduces them to the public, with the beſt 
wiſhes that they may not be introduced un- 


ſucceſsfully for the intereſt of morality and 
religion. 


ANONYMOUS. 


SERMON . 


A HOPEFUL YOUTH FALLING 
SHORT OF HEAVEN. 


af. 


MARK x. 21. 


THEN JESUS BEHOLDING HIM, LOVED HIM. . 


T F we would 3 the perſon who was thus 
1 perſonally favoured with the love of Jeſus, 
and be acquainted with his character, it is ne- 
ceſſary that we ſhould read the whole account 
which we have of him in this chapter, from the 
17th tothe 23d verſe. We read it thus: And when 
he was gone forth into the way, there came one 
running who kneeled before him, and aſked him, 
Good Maſter, What ſhall I do that I may inherit 
eternal life? And Jeſus ſaid unto him, Why calleſt 
thou me good, there is none good, ſave one, that 

is, God. Thouknoweſtthe Commandments: Do 
not commit adultery, do not kill, do not ſteal, do 
not bear falſe witneſs, defraud not, honour th 
father and mother. And he anſwered and ſaid 


A 3 _— unto 
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unto him, Maſter, all theſe have I obſerved from 
my youth. Then Jeſus beholding him, loved 

him, and ſaid unto him, one thing thou lackeſt, 
go thy way, ſel] whatſoever thou haſt and give 
to the poor, and thou ſhalt have treaſure in. | 


Heaven; and come take up thy croſs and follow 
me.—And he was /ad at that ſaying, and went 


away grieved, for he had great poſſeſſions. —And 
Jeſus looked round about, and faith unto his 


diſciples, How hardly ſhall they who have RICHES 
enter into the kingdom of God. lf we read the 


account which the other Evangeliſts give of this 


tranſaction, we ſhall find that this perſon was a 
young man, and a ruler among the Jews. — He 


had ſome concern upon his mind about his fu- 
ture ſtate, and came to Chriſt (a ſacred Prophet) 


to enquire the way to Heaven : but he evidently 
had a vain conceit of his own righteouſneſs, and 
an exceſſive love of money.— He would have 
been an heir of heaven, but not in competition 


with his inheritance on earth, He deſired the 


love of God, but would enjoy and love this world 
immoderately too, and rather than renounce the 


pleaſant things of this life, which he amazingly 
valued, he would quit his pretences to a life to 
come He went away grieved, and full of ſad- 


neſs, becauſe of the advice which our Saviour 
gave him.— He forſook Chriſt and Heaven, 
having grea! p0efrons on earth. It is not to our 


purpoſe to know, whether in the following years 


of his life he was brought to repentance and 
ſalvation, though it is moſt likely that he was 


not, for as he loved his money and his eſtate ſo 
well 
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A vell when young, that vice, very probably, in- 
Icreaſed with his age. Beſides, he ſtands in the 


| hiſtory of the goſpel as an example of thoſe men 
who Ioſe Heaven for the love of money. From the 


text in this point of view, and the reſult of all 
which paſt in converſation between Chriſt an 
the young man, we learn this doctrine. Our 
Saviour expreſſed a ſort of love for a perſon 
who preferred this world to heaven, and neg- 
lected his own ſalvation.— In order to improve 
this idea, we ſhall conſider what is meant by the 
love of our Saviour to this young man, and to 
perſons of his character. What there was in 
him, as the probable cauſe, which ſo attracted 
ourSaviour's love. What remarks may be made 
upon the fin and folly of a perſon, ſo lovely and 
ſo belaved of Chriſt. An addreſs ſhall be pro- 
poſed to three ſorts of perſons, and applied tg 
them from obſervations on the character of the 
young perfon mentioned in this text. 


Firſt, What is meant by the love of our Savi- 
our to this young man, and to perſons of his 
character. Hlis love to this young man was un- 
doubtedly humane love, for there were ſome pe- 
culiar qualities in this youth which were ſuited 
to attract the love of human nature; ſuch qua- 
lities as a wiſe and perfect man could not but. 
love: it was probably a love of the ſame kind., 
as that which our Lord expreſſed for the apoſtle 
John, who was diſtinguiſhed. from the reſt a3 
the diſciple whom Feſus loved. 3 


A 4. The 
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| The love of Chriſt to this young man 1n this 
view, implied ſeveral things. 


1ſt. A hearty approbation of thoſe 5 quali- 
ties which be bebeld i in bim. 


ally. A complacency in bis Fer lin, a ſort of 
human delight in a fellow- creature who had 
ſeveral good qualities, though the love of God, 
and vital religion, were wanting in him. So I 
may be pleaſed with the learned converſation of 
a knowing and well-tempered man, though he 
may be my enemy, and in his heart an enemy 
to God too: of ſuch a temper was this young 
man, he idolized gold by his ſtrong attachment 
to it, and therefore was an enemy to God *, but 
for his external amiableneſs, and other good 
qualities, Jeſus loved him. © OS 


zdly. Some natural good wiſhes for his welfare 
are EEG: in this love. There is in every wiſe 
and good man a hearty deſire of the happineſs of 
his own ſpecies; he loves all in this ſenſe, even 
the fooliſh and the wicked. Human Nature 
(which has any goodneſs 1n it) 1s ready to wiſh 
well to any perſon, though unſeen, unknown, 
and an utter ſtranger; eſpecially if he has ſome 
pleaſing qualities in him. There may be an in- 
nocent inclination to ſee all men everlaſtingly 
happy, though we know this will not be; for the 
word of God declares, that the greateſt part of 


See James iv. 4. 


1 


to hell. You know how vehemently St. Paul 


the Jews. This we call a love ef benevolence, and 


is implied in the love of Chriſt to this youth. 
He ſtood ſtill and entertained him with friendly 


treaſure in heaven. He called him to be his 


polal. This ſort of love our 'Lord Jeſus fre 
quently ſhewed, even to thoſe whom he did 
not ſavingly convert by his goſpel; for it 
was his character, that he went about doing 
good, when his doctrine was but PARTIALLY 


on for the young man, and ſome degree of ſorrow. 
A view of his caſe touched our Lord with pity. 
It appeared to give him concern, that he, who 


nion that he had kept all the Commandments 
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men walk in the Broad way, and ſhall go down 
longed for the ſalvation of all his countrymen, 
it is evident, by the following particulars, that 
the Lord expreſſed a love of this kind to the 


young man mentioned i in our text. 

4th. A conferring of Bua benefit or Kindneſs 
converſation; he endeavoured, with propriety, to 
ſhew him his danger; he directed him to obtain 


diſcipte, and gave hint a promiſe of everlaſting; 
riches, if he would have complied with his pro- 


received, 
5thly, T bis love of Chriſt includes e 


S 


for ſome worthy deeds: was to be admired, ſhould 
at the ſame time difregard what would make 


him perfectly good, and be ſo hardened in 


ſelfiſh confidence, ſo puffed up with A conceit 
of his own merit, and ſo tenacious of an opi- 


43 OL 
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of God RR he was about to reject the Saviour 
and the ſalvation of his own 01. In theſe 
circumſtances Jeſus pitied him with the ſame 


kind of pity (we have reaſon to ſuppoſe) which 
he expreſſed over Jeruſalem, when he exclaimed 


and ſaid, O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, who killeſt 


the prophets and ſtoneſt them who are ſent unto 
thee. How often would I have gathered th 
children, as a hen doth her brood under her 
{| wings, and ye would not !—Jeſus mingled tears 
of love and ſorrow over that unhappy city; for 
Luke tells us, that he beheld the city and wept 
over it, and ſpake in this moving language, if 
thou hadſt known, even thou, in this thy day, 
the things which belong to thy peace, but now 
| they are hid from thine eyes. . Let a noble 
palace be deſtroyed; let any thing curious be 
[| injured and we ſhall feel the diſaſter; but there 
is no compariſon between what we feel upon 
[| ſuch occaſions, and the feelings we have at an 
[| event of death amongſt thoſe whom we regard. 
Pity becomes the good and the wiſe at the loſs 
of a member of ſociety who is endeared to them 
by amiable accompliſhments. Such pity be- 
came the Saviour, when he ſaw a young man 
who had ſome pleaſing endowments, yet ”obſti- 


[| nately going on in the way to irrecoverable 
ruin. 


What was there in this young man as the pro- 


bable cauſe, which ſo attracted our Saviour's 
[| love? This 1 is our conſideration, 


= . 
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l. Which will allow us to have a variety of 
ideas of him. 


iſt. Probably his perſon was. 3 as it 
was beautified with the bloom 961 outh, for he 
is called a vouN G Man. His air countenance 
(for probably it was ſo) might expreſs an en 
gaging ſenſibility, becauſe it is ſaid, Then Jeſus 
beholding him, loved him. When he ſaw 
him and reflected upon his circumſtances, he 
was induced to pity fo lovely a youth, who was 


enſlaved to riches, and fatally bound, though : 
in fetters of gold. | 


2dly. He had a courteous and very y obliging 
manner, which appeared in ſeveral examples; 
he kneeled before our Lord, and approached 
him with great reſpect; he venerated his cha- 
racter, and called him good Maſter ! and our a 
Lord ſeemed to approve of his ſalutation, 
though he ſaid there is none good but God. 
By his whole deportment we find him a perſon 
of great civility; he knew how to pay the ho- 
nours of his country well, to give titles to whom 
titles were due, and to do thoſe things grace- 
fully. A courteous, humble, and decent be- 
haviour, without affectation or flattery, is ſo * 
from being reproved by Jeſus Chriſt, that not 
only in this example our Lord ſcems pleaſed 
with it, but in many examples, which we have 
in the New Teſtament, it is recommended, ſo 
as to make chriſtianity even in this reſpet? 
AMIABLE, It is pleaſing to mankind, and can- 
| A 6 not 
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not. but gain love and eſteem from all wiſe and 
virtuous people. 


Lats. He was religiouſly educated : he 
was young when he came to our Lord, and yet 

ſaid of the Commandments of moral. duty, I 
have kept them all from my youth. There is 
reaſon to be of opinion that his parents were 
good people, who brought him up in habits 
of religion and virtuous morals. Thoſe happy 
advantages might add to the regard which Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhewed to him. Virtue alone will-com- 
mand reſpect even from the vile and the wick- 
ed; much more from the good and the pious, 
who will always take delight | in paying honour 
to it, There is great amiableneſs in ſobriety, 
temperance,charity, juſtice, truth and-fincerity, 


thouzh they may not proceed irom a * 
of pure love to Go. = 


Athly, He had a concern for the future 
happineſs of his ſoul, and he appeared diligent 
in enquiring after che means by which he might 
obtain eternal life, He came running with 
haſte to aſk this queſtion of great Or, 
What ſhall I do to inherit eternal life? He 
ſaw the heavenly ſtate, and deſired it. He per- 
_ ceived the ſtate of hell, and dreaded it. He 
came not to our Lord, as the Sadducees did, to 
aſk curious and enſnaring queſtions, but he ap- 
peared to come with an honeft deſign, to know 
the way to heaven, and he went away ſorrowful 
when he underſtood that he could not come into 

| | | it 
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it but by regarding it more than his waalth.— 
Though he had known, and (as he thought) 
made ſome tolerable proficiency in the leading 
principles of goodneſs, yet he was heartily wil- 
ling to receive inſtruction. What lack I yet? 
We are ready to love thoſe who are of a teach- 
able diſpoſition, 'and inclined to learn what may 
be of Advantage to them; and for the ſame 
reaſon we may conclude, that our Saviour loved 


this young man. 0 


athly. „Fe. was not in an ill ſtate of watch, 
nor difcontented, ſo as to be out of humour 
with the world, nor in a private (ſituation with- 
out the gratifications of honour, but he was a 
ruler, high in rank and authority ; and therefore 


his caſe was rate: and he might, on account of 


his circumſtances, be lovely even in the ſight 
of him who never appeared PARTIALLY delight- 
ed with the rich and the great. But unhappy 
youth, he went away ſorrowful from the Saviour 
becauſe he had large poſſeſſions, and could not 
enden to part with them. 


What mowicrks may be made upon the * 
and folly of a perſon to lovely and ſo beloved 
of Chriſt.— This is our 


IId. Conſideration. 
iſt. Remark, how much good and evil may 
be mingled in the ſame perſon. What good 


qualities had this youth, and at the ſame time 
A Car- 
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that was good. How low are we fallen from 


| ſeverely ſhould our own behaviour reprove us 
when we give way to our z// nature, and let our 


a carnal mind, which was in love with, and 
immoderately attached to this world. How 
has a ſinful propenſity debaſed our nature, 
which was once a glorious compoſition of all 


primitive innocence and glory, and yet how 
hath ſovereign grace prevented vs from total 
ruin, and put into our hands the means of our 
recovery. | 223 . 


— > — — 


Let us ſurvey the world, and ſce what a 
mixture of amiable and unamiable qualities are 
in many perſons. There is beauty, vivacity, 
good humour, and compaſſion in thoſe who are 
profligate and abandoned to many vices. There 
is love, ſobriety, honeſty, and decency in thoſe 
who do not ſavingly know God, nor with piety 
believe the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Perhaps there are none of our race who have 
not many good qualities, either by nature, or 
acquired by induſtry, and therefore it is neceſ- 
ſary, when we obſerve the vices of men, to re- 
gard their virtues too, or we ſhall not follow 
the example of our Saviour which is laid be- 
fore us in the caſe of this young man. How 


lips injure the characters of our neighbours 
without reftraint, and without allowing thar, 
though they have vices, they have virtues too, 
which are much to their credit. What a torrent 
of detraction has often flowed, all over a town 


or a country, from the foul mouths of contend- 


ing 
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g parties, without any cauſe but. the partial 
rejudices of thoſe who have been intoxicated 
ith rage and diſappointment in ſupporting 
,me doubtful opinions either in religion or 
olitics. Let us review our conduct, and bluſh 


5 t our impiety, if we have ever contracted the 

1 uilt of ſuch crimes. 

Second remark. Yoke: who cannot be 
ſteemed for religion, may and ought to be the 
bjects of our regard when we have the greateſt 


ve for PIETY, for we ſee the love of Chriſt ex- 
reſſed to a youth who had a covetous heart, and 
ho preferred earth to heaven. 


Let all chriſtians read the words and receive 
e ſpirit of their Saviour who hath given them 
ieſe precepts x. We have heard that it hath 
een ſaid, thou malt love thy neighbour and hate 
ine enemy. But J ſay unto you, love your 
emies, bleſs them who curſe you, do good to 
em who hate you, and pray for them who 
eſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you, that ye 
ay be the children of your Father who is in 
eaven; for he maketh his ſun to riſe on the 
vil and on the good, and ſendeth rain on the 
and on the unjuſt.” 


Third Remark. As a Ts I am to 
ve thoſe who are but partially good, and for 
hom (in the vulgar ſenſe) I have no charity. 


Matth. v. 43, &c. 
Were 
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Were not this a general rule, how could goc 
parents fulfil their duty of affection to the 
wicked children; or good children pay dy 
reſpect to wicked parents. How can we | 
FOLLOWERS CF Gop, as dear children, if we a 
not kind to the unthankful and to the evil“. 


Fourth Remark. Many defirable acco 
pliſhments united, will not introduce thoſe int 
heaven who are but partially good. Perſo 
who have the fineſt compoſitions to diſtinguil 
them, of beauty and youth, © embelliſhe 
with many habits of virtue, will not | 
thoſe means obtain eternal life. He who pr 
fers earth to heaven, and loves the poſſeffions 
this world above a pious re&itude' bf hea 
abides in a ſtate of condemnation and deat! 
PiETY is more than perfect virtue, and canine 
be in the heart where virtue is not. Pie 
raiſes the ſoul above virtue to a regard f 
goodneis and univerſal rectitude, for the al 
of God, and for the glory of religion, as t 
divine Being hath revealed it; and perhaps th 
in this exalted ſenſe alone, piety, in princip 
dire. * 


It is poſſible for a perſon to labour ſome ti 
for this piety of heart, (which we have me 


tioned) yet not fucceſsfully; ſtrait is the g- 
and narrow 1s the way which leads to life, a | 


few there be who find it t, and he who rive 


. Luke vi. 37s. Matth. vii. 14. 
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is not e except he ſtrive lawfully *, 

Thusdid not the rich young man ſtrive, he endea- 
voured to obtain eternal life, but not with all 
his ſoul. He would not take up his croſs and 
follow Chriſt. He loved heaven well, but he 
loved his. poſſeſſions belter, and therefore was 
incapable of receiving true piety and its conſe- 
quent wee. ws 


The eyes of God!” arc e penetrating; ha per- 
fectly diſcover the latent vices of the mind, 
though veile with many pleaſing virtues. We 
may evade the ſight of human eyes, even the 
ſight of our ow eyes, if we have a fond opinion 
of our own goodneſs, and think more highly of 
ourſelves than we ought to think, but the great 
God can never be impoſed upon at this rate. 
Where an immoderate love of this world pre- 
vails in the heart, it overturns a thouſand good 
qualities which are pleaſing and not without 
value; for every virtue undoubtedly will have 
ſome adequate reward from him who will ren- 
der to every man according to his deeds ; yet 
we have authority to ſay, that if any man love 


this world chiefly, the love of the Father is not 
in bim 1. 


Wiſe nd 6 is that ſoul who fears to 
build his hope of heaven upon the ſand, a fair 
(perhaps) but feeble foundation. Wiſe and 
happy is he who does not miſtake partial for 


* 2 Tim. U-F- + Nom 1. . 6. 4 1 John ii. 15. 
uni- 
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univerſal goodneſs. While others, who pretend to 
ſuperior wiſdom, raiſe their ill- expectations of 


future happineſs upon a few worthy deeds, or 
devout wiſpes; this perſon proceeds upon a bet- 
ter principle; he is ſatisfied only with a heart 
altogether devoted to his God, and he will ac- 
quire the glory which he had in view. When 
others, in the great day of deciſion, meet with 
ſhame and terrifying diſappointment, he ſhall 
li be applauded before the thouſands of holy 
angels as the truly wiſe man, and ſhall find him- : 
WW fclf for ever happy. 


Fifth Remark, How dangerous are - the 
ſnares of riches. Tmperceptibly they become 
violent templations 8 to perſons well. in- 
clined) to bind their ſouls faſt to this world, and 4 
to induce them to neglect God, and Chriſt, and 
heaven. This was the caſe of the young man 
mentioned in our text; he went away from our 
Lord difappointed and grieved becauſe he could 
not join the means of ſalvation, and his love of 
the world together, and therefore he refuſed 
the propoſals which Chriſt made to him.— 
Impreſſed with this aſtoniſbing caſe, we have rea- 
ſon to believe our Lord exclaimed, How hardly 
ſhall they who have riches enter into the kingdom 
of God? becauſe (as he explains himſelf) it is 
ſo hard for thoſe who poſſeſs great riches, not to 
love them te well, and truſt in them as their 


chief good. . 4 


This 
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This young man was not far from the king-. 
Jom of God, yet at a fatal diſtance. A wretch- 
d chain (though a golden one) withheld. 
11s foul from the advice of his Saviour. He 
as young, he was modeſt, and humble. He 
ad a deſire to be faved ; he had been obedient 
o many precepts of the facred law: all theſe, 
aid he, have I kept from my youth. He was 
moſt a Chriſtian, but his riches prevented him 
rom being altogether ſo. Fatal wealth, and 

ooliſh poſſeſſor! 6 


It became our bleſſed Lord, who was the 
cir of all things, to diveſt himſelf of heavenly 
vealth and grandeur when he came to introduce 
nto the world a religion, ſo ſpiritual. and fo 
efined as the goſpel was; and it became him 
o put ſuch a zeſt as this to all who ſhould de- 
Ire to be his diſciples, whether they durſt 
enture to exchange the preſent world, and the 
iſible enjoyments of it, for bleſſings and glories 
uture and inviſible, But the teſt proved too 
vere for this young man, and perhaps that 
any would think it too ſevere were it put to 
nem now. / f 


1 bw — ww f 1 3, PY ww. 
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Wich great reaſon did the apoſtle Paul lay an 
junction on the young preacher, Timothy, ta 
arge them who are rich in this world not to 
RUST i Wncertain riches, but to do good to the © 
oor, and diſtribute to the needy, in order to lay 
p in ſtore for themſelves a good foundation againſt 
is Ne me io come, becauſe men are too apt ta 

confide 
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confide in a plenty of gold as a durable com- 
fort, forgetting the time when they will be 
wretched, and miſerable, and poor, Cc. if they 
have not ſome more laſting treaſure. 


with the beſt views did he admoniſh ks to I'D 
hold on eternal life, becauſe, through a fordidue 
of heart, many fall into temptatious and ſnares, 
into many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown 
men in perdition. For the love of money is them 
root of all evil; which, while ſome coveted after, ti 
_ they have erred from the faith (of the goſpel) th 
and pierced tbemſelves through with many le 
. 


Let us take occaſion have to put the rich, 0 
every rank, in mind of their danger; intreatingſl 
them to watch againſt the ſhining allurements 
which beſet them around. Beware, Oy 
rich, leſt your eyes be dazzled with the glitte 
of this world, and ye be blinded to the precepi 
and Spirit of religion. 


Shall we not comfort the poor by pointing 
to their privileges, and telling them how muc 
more ſafe they are by being out of the way of 
thoſe golden ſnares. They have been uſed tc 
poverty and the circumſtances of their ſtation 
and therefore it is more to be hoped that tht 
plainneſs and pure ſimplicity of the goſpel wil 
not offend them. In the days of Chriſt, thi 
poor, remarkably, received the goſpel; and no 
many rich, not many noble, not many might 


have 
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ave, in any age, been the humble followers 
of the Saviour, 


May the rich, in every aſſembly, be influ- 
enced 80 divine goodneſs, to be ſuperior to all 
their peculiar temptations, and roy to receive 
the precepts of their Lord. May they emulate 
the poor in this reſpect,” rand be ready to unite 
bewith them in encouraging goodneſs and piety, 
„till they are at the end of their days united to 
Iche glorious aſſembly above, and made pol- 
y ſeſſors of everlaſting riches! Amen, 
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MUST flow'ry Charms of Nature then, A 


So hopeleſs of Salvation prove; 
Can latent Vice ſo ſure condemn, 
The Man whom Jeſus deigns to love. 


II, 


The Man who ſought the Ways of Truth, 
Paid Friends and Neighbours all their Due 
(A modeſt, ſober, lovely Youth) 
Who thought he wanted nothing now. 


HE. 
But mark the Cauſe : Thus ſpake the Lord, 


Come part with Earth for Heaven to-day j 5 
The Youth aſtoniſh'd at the Word, W 
In filent Sadneſs went away. cc 

| |} . . 
In vain the Charms of Nature ſhine; I... 
If fordid Paſſions govern me, = | | lo 


Transform my Soul, O Lowe divine, 
And make me part with all for thee. 


— 
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A HOPEFUL YOUTH FALLING 
SHORT OF HEAVEN. 


MARE X. 21. 


THEN JESUS BEHOLDING HIM, LOVED HIM. 


KK) HEN our Saviour dwelt upon the 

earth, he met with a young man in the 
coaſt of Judea, who preferred the riches of this 
world to all the treaſures of heaven; and yet, 
when he beheld him, he loved him. We have 
conſidered what there was in him as the pro- 
bable . cauſe which ſo attracted our Saviour's 
love, and what remarks may be made upon the 
Iſin and folly of a perſon fo lovely and fo be- 
loved of Chriſt. 5 9 


An addreſs ſhall be propoſed to three ſorts of 
perſons, and applied to them from obſervations 
on the character of the young perſon who is men- 
tioned inour text, with a coneluſionofthis ſubject. 


1 Thoſe 
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I. Thoſe who poſſeſs ſome good qualities, 
but through the dominion which vicious habits 


have over them are kept from the love of 
God. R | | a 4 | | 


II. Thoſe who are reformed, (in ſome mea- 
ſure) ſo as not to love the world immoderately, 
but who are culpable for an unamiable temper, 


III. Thoſe who have every good quality. 
in 9 3 bf, 8 1 jt . 


Ante 


I. We ſhall addreſs thoſe wh pöſſeſs ſome 
good qualities, but through the dothinion 
which vicious habits have over them, are kept 

from the love of God, and the way to heaven. 


1 
t 


1ſt. Thoſe who are endowed, by nature, with 
ſome excellencies of body or mind; You who 
are young, beautiful, and ſprightly, but without 
a ſupreme love for God and religion, which 
guards you from vicious and wicked habits, 
while I behold you, I would lament your caſe 
with much compaſſion. What great pity it is 
that the bloom of your youth ſhould only footh 
your vanity, and promote in you the various 

guilty paſſions of pride and evil. Your bloo 
and beauty will ſoon wither, if they are not 
preſerved by a goodneſs of heart. Quickneſ 
of parts, and unreſtrained appetites, have im- 
pelled many, at your time of life, to indulge 
themſelves in irregular pleaſures, which have 
brought on an untimely decay of conſtitution 
| pains of body, and afflictions of mind, _ 


oY *s. « * > * — 1 
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fad proſpect of irrecoverable ruin. Wehave rea- 
ſon, therefore, to warn you, and to aſk you why 
your beſt days, and gayeſt hours, ſhould hot be 
employed with activity in the ſervices of your 
God? What decency and honour are given to 
religion by its fair and youngeſt friends, 
when their behaviour is influenced by its defir- 

able precepts, and their whole conduct reput- 
able? With what peculiar praife doth the 
word of God recommend the character of 
youthful piety? How is the young king, 
Joſiah, celebrated in the ſacred records? Mypile 
he was yet young, he began to ſeek after the God 
of David his Father *® How is Timothy 


__ commended, who knew the Holy Scriptures 


from bis very childhood F? There are ſome 
young in years to whom the apoſtle John might 
addreſs himſelf, with the ſame pleaſure as he 
did the chriſtian converts whom he called young 
men, ftrong in grace, who had the love of God abid- 
ing in them, aud who had overcome the wicked ont. 


Let us ſpeak a word to thoſe who have rich 
endowments of mind. In you we behold an 
active genius, folid reaſon, deep penetration, 
and good ſenſe, we cannotbut love you as the poſ- 
ſeſſors of them, even when we are obliged to 
ſay, in ſome caſes, it is a pity that ſo much 
worth as you have ſhould be abuſed to 
ridicule religion, to ' honour foul iniquity, by - 
making it plauſible; and that it ſhould be 


* 2 Chron, xxxiv. 3. | T 2 Tim, Ut, * * 
= S : - ye 
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proſtituted, on many ſubjects, to he arts of 


lewdnelſs,, 1 in order te clothe the ſhame of na- 
ture in the charms of language. Or if thoſe 


things, in which you excel, be not debaſed for 


purpoſes ſo exceedingly vile, is it not a pity 


that your talents ſhould all be employed in trif- 


ling amuſement, and matters of no importance 
to your beſt intereſt? Might not ſome of your 


moments be laid out ;fibicely better in pro- 


moting the trueſt happineſs of mankind, by 
ſnewing your acquaintance ſome CRSASINS ere 
amples of love to God, and zeal for his un 
glory? Are you the perſons whoſe. happy ta- 
lents give a reliſh to the. common' comforts of 
life? Do you diffuſe joy and pleaſure through 
all the company you are in, and enliven the 
dulleſt hours? Upon what priaciple do you 
make yourſelves ſo entertaining? Is it poſſible 
for you to be much admired when there is no 
laſting happineſs- to be derived from you, or 
any of your cenverſation? Will the gaiety of 
your temper bear a ſerious reflection when you 
are alone? Are your talents, to pleaſe the 
multitude, perfectly innocent? I aſk you theſe 
queſtions, becauſe there is a way which ſeemeth 
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways 
of death, Even in laughter the heart is Jorrowful, 
and the end of that mirth is heavinejs.*. It 
gives an ingenuous mind pain to conſider, that 
perſons of your accompliſhments'ſhould have 
no comfortable tiopes' in a a ſerious view of death. 


* Prov. xiv. 12, 1 3. 
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What will divert you when your gayety is over 
when your days are finiſned, ee when you 
have done wich this world? TR 


I pity Wechan wd mathe thang nate and 
great ſagacity; who hath traced nature to her 
moſt ſecret receſſes; who © hath ſounded the 

Idepths of the ſeas, and meaſured the expanſe of 
the heavens, but who hath never Jooked into the 
depth of his own miſery and guilt, as he is a fon 

Jof Adam: nor is he acquainted with the way of 

aſcending to heaven by the croſs» of the Son of 

God. Reaſon is a faculty of ſupreme excel- 

ence among che gifts of nature; and it ſhocks 
he feelings of good men to think chat t ſhould 
ver be engaged in oppoſition to divine grace. 

How frangely great and wretched are the men 


V reaſon, who, with ill-applied talents, ſtrain the 
r Herves of their ſouls to overturn the doctrine f 
f (Crit / who labour, with all their intellectual 


owers, to ſhake the foundations of the'goſpel, 
o diminiſh the authority of the /triptures, and 
0 wnſettle the hope of ge et : 


There are thoſe who-em * 5 beſt: facul- 
ies of their fouls in — the intereſts of 
his life; they are wiſe in contrivance to gra- 
ify their appetites, to fill their coffers, and to 
eap up to themſelves wealth and honour; and 

iſe to ſecure all theſe to their poſterity. 

hey call their lands by their names, and 
erpetuate their memory to the lateſt 
t Jenerations, but make no proviſion for e | 
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Jeſs ſouls, what confuſion and fear, what hurry 
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ſouls. They are wiſe to ſet in order their 
houſes in the day of their health, and all things a 
are prepared for their dying hour but the cox: 
cerns of their own eternity ; theſe are delayed g; 
from day to day, and left at the utmoſt hazard; 
ſtill they think the next month, or the next 
year, is time enough to prepare for heaven;N, 
when, perhaps, a ſummons is ſent ſuddenlyf p. 
from on high, ſaying, Thou fool, this night is 
thy ſoul required of thee®.. O, ye fatally, care- 


and diſtreſs of ſpirit will feize you in that hour! 
You have laid out all your wiſdom upon the 
little buſineſſes of this life, and trifled with 
affairs of everlaſting importance; you muſt gag 
down into the chambers of death in ſurprize anc 
anguiſh ; you mult leave all the fruits of you 
wildom behind you, and your characters will be 
tarniſhed with eternal folly. 5 yo 


I pity thoſe who are bleſſed with a goot 
memory, but who do not improve it for the 
beſt purpoſes. I would plead with you to day fofth: 
the fake of your fouls, The memory is a noblha 
repoſitory of the mind; it is made to receivto 
Sacred, as well as moral truths ; to be ſtored witl|in 
ideas of God and of his grace, with the glorigen 
of Chriſt and heaven: it is given us to furni 
and ſupply the heart and tongue upon ali occa 
fions, for worſhip, for converſation, and for hol 
Joy. What a pity it is that ſo wondrous 


* Luke xii. 20, 3 
cap: 
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| capacity ſhould be crowded with vile ima es, 
wich wanton ſcenes, with profatie jeſts, and idle 
ſtories! If _ with theſe; perhaps it is fllled 
with heaps of gold, and ſilver, and merchan- 
7 dize; with lands and houſes,” mips and inſur- 
ances; or, perhaps, it is inſcribed beit ſtocks, 
annuities, and purchaſes, and turned into a mere 
book of accounts, a trading ſhop, or an ever- 
Ilaſting exchange. Night and day the buyers 
and fellers are paſſing through this temple 
which ſhould be conſecrated to God; ar#there 
Wis no room left for thoughts of heaven In it 
JShall theſe buſy multitudes of cares and vanities: | 
for ever fill up ſo large a part of the ſotil ? Sfall 
impertitiencies be for ever thruſt into this 
Sry, ſoch as will ſtand you in no ſtead when 
u you are diſmiſſed from the body ? AlL Te Will. 
vaniſh at once in that hour, and ſhall leave hn | 
ſpirits poorand helpleſs; or if the y go ideally with 
you to the world of ſpirits, hes will beo iy a> 
lo much fuel gathered for your future burnjng :. 


ch Think a little of yourſelves ye. poſſeſſors of 
fo theſe rich endowments of the mind; when you 
bl have been honoured here on earth, can you bear 
to be doomed to eternal ſhame and puniſnment 
Win hell ? Shall this wit, and this reaſon, be there 
employed to expreſs your hatred againſt God, 
and to forge perpetual blaſphemies: againſt the 
Majeſty. of Heaven“? Are you willing to be 
joined to the ſociety of devils, and be engaged 


in their abominable works? Shall this fprightly . 


* Rev. xvi. IO, 11. 
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fancy, this ſubtle reaſon, this retentive memory 
ſerve. for no purpoſe, but to aggravate your 
guilt and your damnation? Shall theſe fine 
talents ſharpen your miſery; and give edge to 
the kerneſt reflections of your conſcience ? 
Conſcience, that inward: fting of the mmd? 
Conſcience, that immortal 'tormentor? Yet this 
muſt be the certain portion of thoſe who ſpend 
their life, and lie down in death, with theſe ta- 
lents of the mind unſanctified for the fervices 

of God. 0092 based E ao 

n this 
part of my diſcourſe, yet, before J 'finiſh'3t, I 
mult addreſs myſelf to thoſe who have been 
born with a ſweet diſpoſition, and who ſeem to 
be caſt in a ſofter mould than the reſt of man- 
kind. I love and pity thoſe of my acquaint- 
ance who are bleſſed with ſo happy a temper, 
who have tenderneſs and good-will in their very 
make; and I mourn when I think that any of 
theſe ſhould periſh for ever. You are favourites 
wherever you go, and beloved by all perſons who 
enjoy the pleaſure of your company. Do you 
not long to be in favour with God too? You 
ſeem made for the comfort of mankind ; but 
ſhall this be all your portion? Good humour 
is the compoſition of your nature, and the la 
of xindneſs is on your lips; when the ear bears you 
ben it bleſſes you ; and when the eye ſees you it 
Zives witneſs to you. But is this enough for you 
to depend upon for eternal life? Perhaps you 
have received a part of the valuable qualities of 
= © — that 


Though I have been, perhaps, tedious in 
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that good: man Job. e e the 


poor, WhO ry, and che fathenleſs who had none 
to help him; youhave cauſed the widow!s heart 


to ſing for joy; and the bleſſing of him who was: 
ready to perith has come often upon you 


There is; ſo much natural goodneſs in your 


eonſtitation that it leads you, by a ſweet incli- 


nation, to many acts of charity. But your” 
goodneſs in this reſpect is not /aving grace; nor 


can a thouſand good things atone for thoſe 


latent vices which, in ſome form or other, you 
cheriſꝛ in- your! hearts; partial goodnels will. 
not ſedure yau.. You who delight, while you 
ate upon earth, in ſome of the works of peace, 
what will you do in the company of malicious: 
ſpirits who love no peace; what will you do 
-when your tender diſpoſitions ſhall be hourly / 
ruffled by the uproar and confuſion of "thoſe. 


dark regions? and-inftead of the ſociety of God: 
and blefled ſpirits, ye ſhall be eternally-vexed 


with the perverſe tempers of your fellow ſinners, 
the ſons of darkneſs. O0 ** L could ſpeak in 
-fofr and melting language, or in the language 
of effectual terror, that I might, hy 
awaken your ſouls to jealouſy and timely fear! 
That fo many natural excelleneies as GO Rath 


a mitans, 


diſtributed amongſt you might not be waſted 


in impiety, abuſed to diſhonour, and made to 
aggravate: your evermniinng miſery. S 


LNG SAMMY I ee 
2dly. My: next exhortation ſhall be:addrefled 
to thoſe youths who have been brought up in- 


* Job xxxix, 11, 12, 13. 
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all the ways of civility; and who have acquired 


a courteous and becoming manner. There is 
ſomething lovely in you which commands the 
love, even of the rude and uncivil. It ſo nearly 


reſembles the ſweetneſs of a natural good temper 


that it often paſſes in company for it, aft i at- 
tains many valuable purpoſes 1 in Jen 7 


But where both a natural 800d temper ſay” 3 
breeding are happily joined, how ſhining; 15 that 
character, and univerſally beloved? We are 
pleaſed and charmed with your converſatian, 
whoſe manners, are poliſhed, and whoſe lan- 
guage is refined from rudeneſs or vulgatity 
of ſpeech. You know how to ſpeak civil 
things, without flattery, upon all occaſions to 
inſtruct without aſſuming a ſuperior air; andto 
reprove without a frown or a forbidding coun. 


tenance, You have learned when to ſpeak, 


and when to be ſilent, and to perform every 
thing with proper graces; and can you be con- 
tent, with all this good breeding, to be thruſt 
down into hell? Is it not a pity that you ſhould 
be taught how to pay all your honours to men 
when you are deficient in your reſpect to God? 
Have you never read theſe duties in connexion, 
« Honour all men, love the brotherhood, fear 


God, and honour the king *?” Why will you 
divide what God hath joined? Why will yau 


give every one his due but your Maker? How 
ill does it become you o treat mankind with 


3&0 


#2 Pet, ii. = | 
ceremon 


nd Aa Ray menos Af 5 As: r ** r 


SERMON II. 33 
ceremony, decency, and re when ou leave 
your God negles ted © e ds | 


Ham: undeſirable a fi ght is it to behold 4 
well-accompliſned gentleman, yer a vile ſinner; 
a pretty and obliging youth, but obſtinately 
regardleſs, .of religion! How inconceivably 
lamentable will it be in the laſt day, to ſee ſuch 

as theſe, the gay, the affable, the fair-ſpoken, . 
7 the well-bred ſinner, in the uten ago 
nies of terrifying deſpair, mourning ; a loſt God, 


a os fool, and a loſt heaven ! H 


CY . 
b 10 r 


Lende ſpeak. once more, and Jer me try to 
provoke. you to jealouſy. Shall the rou * ory 
clowniſh part of mankind preſs forward into the 
kingdom of heaven before you? Will you pa- 
tiently ſee ſome of the unbred and uripoliſhed 
ſit at the right hand of the great Judge, and you 
with ſhame and confuſion divided to the left? 

How will you ſupport yourſelves whenyou will 
ſee the honours of heaven beſtowed uponthofe 
whom you looked upon while in this world asbe- 
low you in every reſpect, except in goodneſs and 
ſincere piety? Can you imagine chattheRbly tri- 
bunal of the moſt High will be bribed with fair 
ſpeeches, or that any ching g will be accepted there 
which-has'not the lanction of a truly rehgious 
heart? Suffer me to exhort you therefore to ſeek 
an inward reformation of ſoul. Receive my ad- 
vice, you who are not uſed to deny any thing 
to your friends; you who love to oblige thoſe 
5 Who 
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who aſk any reaſonable favour of you; let me, 
oh! let me not aſk this requeſt of you in vain. 


Zzaly. Thoſe who have enjoyed the bleſſings of a 
religious parentage, and a pious education ; who 
have been bred up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord, in the knowledge and practice 
of good morals, and in all the rites of religion. 
We love you for the ſake of your parents; you 
are the living images of our: deèareſt' friends. 
With pleaſure we have repeated thoſe religious 
queſtions in public, which your patents taught 
you privately, and you have many times an- 
ſwered them to our ſatisfaction: but we pity 
you. from our very ſouls, when we ſee you break 
thoſe bars of education, and make your way to 
ruin; or when, at beſt, you only turn round in a 
circle of forms, without feeling the in-wrought 
pleaſure of ſervice to God. Did your parents 
live as you do? Have you had bright examples 
of holineſs before you, without any benefit ? 
Have they prayed for you daily, and daily 
exhorted you to take care of your ſouls; and are 
you reſolved that their counſels, their prayers, 
and, their tears of concern for you ſhall be 
all in vain ? Is this the return you make for 
all their care and compaſſion? Have they not 
frequently told you, that they could have no 
greater joy than to ſee their children walking 
in the truth of real piety ? and will you cruelly 
_ diſappoint their pleaſures, and bring down their 
grey hair with ſorrow to the grave? Perhaps 
{ome p you have already parted with your 


$ -* | parents, 
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parents, ze; ;x ſpirits whe at reſt; and hath? 
neither their life nor their death been of uſe to 
you? What anguifh and ſad vexation will ſeize 
you when ye ſhall reflect how: great your ꝓrivi- 
leges were, and how near ye onee were brought to 
heaven; and yet how you quitted your intereſt 
and your hope there for ihe trifles of this life, 
for the:gratification-of your luſt, or for fooliſh 
vanity? What will you ſay, When ye thall ſee + 
many coming um ibe Eaft and from the Weſt, 
from wicked families, and from the ends of the 
earth, to fn do.] with your. fathers in the king- - 
7 13 while you ( in ſome ſenſe) tbe ch1il- - 
rem the kingdom, are caſt out into outer dark- - 
;neſs3 I need ſcarcely to tell you that rhere, in 
bat ſtate, ſhall be weeping," and Wailing, and 
gnaſbing of teeth. I have preſumed fo far to 
addreſs: you with freedom, if by any means 1 
might provoke to emulation 'you”who* are of 
the fleſh of Yrael, of the kindred of Chriſtians, ; 
1 "_ mb eve eme of beer RE FRA 
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1 Thoſe who have dees to fome degree) 
6 induſtrious i in. ſeeking: after eternal life; and are 
ſtill enquiring after it, be not ſatisfied with en- 
quiring alone, or with mere virtue, or in pro- 
feſſing a regard for Chriſtianity; all theſe are 
good, but epire to exceed ibem. Let the prac- 
tice of virtue andChriſtjanity Be deat to you, 
While you look with Sacred pleaſure and holy 
joy, to the atonement. of Jeſus Chrilt, who, by 


virtue of what he hath done, hath n 3 
peace with God. g 
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Wee me, young people, it is not an eaſy 
thing to be ſaved ; an indifferent attachment to 
all which is good, will never effect your hap- 

pineſs, nor ſecure your ſouls from perdition. 
= You have wreſtled with ſome ſinful propenfi- 
ties, and have, in ſome inſtances, reſiſted them ; 
and ſhall they gain upon you, ſo as that you 
may be endangered by them again? Preſs an 
through the field of battle, fulfil the warfare, 
and receive the crown “. Greater, infinitely greater 
is he who is for you, in the accompliſhment 
of every good, than he who! is againſt you _ 


2— AA — ke 


tay 
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cthly. Thoſe who are. rich 1 in the ts. add 
who are poſſeſſed of many good qualities. „ 
am well aſſured that there are many perſons of 
this character. You are wealthy, but conde- 
ſcending, like the young man mentioned in our 
text: you are frequently uncovered in the pre- 
ſence of your miniſters, and you ſhew them 
honours and civilities, which they pretend 
not to be equal too, and in more profuſion” 
than they deſire. You come to them occaſi- 
onally, to aſk this queſtion, het fhall.we 
40 to inherit eternal life? And they tell you, upon, al 
the authority of the word of God, that you 
ſhould not love the world, nor the things. of the 
world, for where the love F the world is, the. 
love of ihe Father is not. If riches increaſe, et 
not your hearts upon them. Martify your  affec- ri 
tions which are upon the, earth, and deny your- ye 
ſelves ; take up your croſs and follow Jeſus Chriſt. 


* 2 Cor. ix. 4, 5, 6. 1 Tim. i, 18. 11 John iv. 4+ 


—— 
18 


een Me 9 


8 ER MONA II. 37 


Be his diſciples <oithout: ;referve. Shew your 
faith in his doctrines, and your love to his pre- 
cepts, by a univerſal holineſs of yeur lives. 
While we propoſe thoſe paths of eternal hap- 
pinefs to you, ſhall it be ſaid of — went 
away ferrowful, having green Pele Mont? 


Your condeſcending and affable Ace 
receives addition, even from a richneſs of drefs, 
which becomes you; and the higher your cir- 
cumſtances are, the more graceful] is your hum- 
ble attention to thoſe miniſters. who preach» 
you, and your readineſs to hear what they fa 
is the more commendable. But will you be 
hearers- only? Will you' never beats h 
you bear into practicc? The time is coming, 
and the hour makes haſte upon you, when you 
ſhall look into that world of ſpirits; where all 
the honours and diſtinctions of this ſhall be 
known no more. Ye ſhall be ftripped of thoſe 
vanities which ye love above God and heaven. 
Think how mean and defpicable a figure your 
ſouls will make amongſt fallen angels, and the 
ſpirits of miſerable men, if the love of this world, 
and the neglect of God,ſhould bring you intothat 
ſhocking company. However "ſplendid, or 
great, your figure may be on earth, you will 
make bur a poor and wretched figure in that 
world, if you ſhould be found there without the 
riches of grace and undiſfembled religion in 
your hearts. It would be a ſad inſeription on 
your tomb, were it written upon it with truth, 


This-rich man died, and be lift up bis eyes in bell. 


Eine 
But, beloved brethren, we would hope better 


things of you, even things Which Accompany 
ferien. | 


II. Thoſe oo are reformed, m ſome mea- 
ſure, ſo as not to love the world immoderately = 


but who are culpable for an unamiable temper. 
There is nothing in our text Which points di- 
rectly to your caſe, but the amiableneſs of this 
young man, who would ſtill retain one fatal 
vice, brings you to my mind, Who are fo well 
inclined, in many reſpects, perhap s in all re- 
ſpects, but in that ſhocking temper which you 


indulge, and which ſeems oppoſed: to the good 
temper of this young man. You hay 3 ſort 


of love for God; you regard Jeſus Chriſt as the 


great Mediator of peace > between man and the 


Divine Being. You take pleaſure in the wor- 
ſhipiand forms of religion, and you have a fort 
of-piety in your heart which conſtrains you, for 
the.fake of God, to do many good things; but 
you have a temper which betrays a very bad 


quality in your hearts. By your behaviour 
you bring into the world an ill report of. Chriſ- 


tianity. You profeſs a ſtrong attachment to 
the goſpel, but you have very little which is 
evangelical in your ſpirit, You would have 
people believe that you belong to heaven, 
when you do not reſtrain an intolcrably pro- 
voking temper, which ſtrongly reſembles the 
violence of hell. You expect to be the com- 
panions of happy ſpirits in the other world, 
when you are very untoward, very trouble- 
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ſome, very bad, . 
eil eien 
ſociety in this world. 


in your behaviour to men who are univer/ally 


the offspring of God. If you hold an office in 


the church, you cannot treat your. fellow Cbriſ- 
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d very,.unfic. members of 
| God when you are moroſe, rude, and diſguſting 


tians with civility, and your own houle ſuffers 


and is frequently terrified. by you; a ſmall and 
very triftlivg accident ſhall at any time break 
the peace of your family, and make all; who 
are unger your roof, half diſtracted. People 


it. Do you chink that you adorn che doctrine 
of God our Saviour in all.;things?'/ Do-you 
obey the goſpel, which ſays, Les all bidterne/s, 
and wrath, and anger, end clamoun, 


l Wrafhy , and. evil- 
Jpeaking, be put away from, you, with;al L malice 7 


Do not the ſcriptures enjoin all;Chriſtians to 
ſpeak evil of no man; to be no brawlerg; to be 


gentle, and to ſhew meekneſs to all; te prefer 


one another in honour; to bleſs, and gurſe mot; 
to rejoice with thoſe who rejoice; t9; wee 

with thoſe who weep; to condeſcend to men of 
low eſtate ; and, if poffible, ö to live g 1 ceably 
with all men? Can any man ,with, geafan-and 
truth ſay, that he loves God, and the Saviour, 
and the ſacred writings, who is. regardleſs of 


thoſe” precepts, and who, violates! them many 


* Eh. iv. 31, 


mag <nar) tably f ſay „that you have gagdneſs, 3 
ſome where or ther in your heart, but they are 


it ſhines, for they ſee. very little, of the light of 
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times every day? Is it poſſible for any man'td 
be a ſincere ſervant of God, and in the right 
way to heaven, who neglects what Revelation 
ſays to him in theſe words. IF any man among 
von ſeem to be religious, and bridleth not his 
tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's 
religion is vain *, Will the ſublime practices of 
faith, and adoration, and butning 2000 for in- 
explicable opinions, atone for inattention to 
ſuch a text as this, which Jies open before our 
eyes, and which we have now referred to. We 
know that an immoderate love of wealth (which 
is forbidden of God) condemned the young 
man; who, for many good qualities, Jeſus lov- 
ed. Have we. not reaſon enough to believe 

that thoſe who have many good qualities, and 
ſome ſolerable knowleage of religion, a are equally 
condernnable, and in as much danger of a fatal 
diſappointment, when they allow themſelves in 
committing what God has forbidden, as muchas 
he has forbidden an immoderate love of worldly 
poſſeſſions *- The late, but worthy Dr. Dod- 


ridge, lamented, in his improvement of the 
13th chapter of the firſt epiſtle to the Corin- 


thians, the ſtate of thoſe men who built much 
of their hopes of heaven on breathing what was 

indeed the temper of hell. How many, faith 
he, who ſtile themſelves Chriſtians, can endure 
no provocations, can cover no faults of their bre- 
thren, can keep themſelves within no bounds, can 
believe nothing to their advantage, againſt 


* James 1, 26, 


f hom 


4 


Oo a — mY A es Fm a> od ms 


— 


SERMON I 4r 


be on Ke principles, they have entertain- 
ed prejudices? They vaunt themſelves they 
are puffed, up with the coneeit of thein Own 
wiſdom ; they behave unſeerly'; they deck bejir 
on reputation and profit ; they believe the worſt 
they can hear of others, and pelt more than 
they hear. They eudy thoſe whole endowments. 
and tations are ſuperior to their dw/n; and in- 
ſtead, of, labour! ing themſelves to excel, they 
affect, by. calJumny and ſlander, to bring down 
their brech hrey to their own level; or, if pofi ble, 
belowit. b. Speaking of fuch people, How many 
(faith, the. ſame good man) are now, alas, gone 
er , fol deten 4nd tek oa ANCE 
malignant” paſſions within, which will be matter 
of everlaſting torment to themſel ves and all 
their wretched companions x. But if there 
were nothing wieked or diſpleaſing ta God, gr 
at all dangerous to men in an ill temper, h]] 
very unbecoming and even ridiculous is it, in 
a perſon, who profeſſes himſelf a Chaiſtian, to 
indulge himſelf in it. We ſeldom think — 
of the Chriſtianity of a mam or woman ewho. is 
intoxicated continually with ſtrong liquor; and 
why ſhould we think much of the: Chriſtianity 
of thoſe, who are continually intoxicated. with 
anger or rage! ? The appearance of the one is 
not more ſeemly than that of the other, except 
chat ſometimes, a man who is drunk with liquor 
is, in ſome vague ſenſe, good-humoureũd: butaman 
who is drunk, or mad with tage, wann ſo. 


* Sermon on Phil. Bu, 1 
Some 
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- Some peop le, with a greater regard for a 
tative than practical religion, have ſaid wittily, 
and in order to palliate this vice (as it ſhould 
feem) amongſt the coarfe and loweſt claſſes of 


mankind, that Grace ſometimes grows upon 


47e 4 crab tree. — Unfortunate ſaying, defigned 
to veil an eaſy beſetting fin, and to make wick- 
edneſs tolerable. Not fo, ſaid the apoſtle James, 
when he r22/onzd about the the ſame matter, he 
argued thus; Doth a fountain ſend forth at the 


fame place fweet water and bitter? Can the - 


tree, my brethren, bear olive- berries? either a vine, 


fg? fo can no fountain yield both alt water and 


fre. The natural behaviour which 


ariſes from Chriſtianity is diſtinguiſhed by de- | 
cency and lovelineſs; and it produces in man- 

kind, not only the things which are true, ho- 
neſt and pure, but the things which are /ovely, 
and of good report. We put the religion which: 


our Saviour revealed into a diſguiſe, and make 


it look unlike itſelf, if we pretend to practice it 


When our temper is ſour, fretful, and rough; 


| 


| 


and we are well aſſured, that tbe wrath of man 
worketh not the righteouſneſs of God, but hath an 


invariable tendency to fruſtrate it. The genuine 


Chriſtian hath neceſſarily a mild heart, a pleaſ- 
ing ſoftneſs of manner, and an amiableneſs of 
s diſpoſition which all good people muſt love. If 


he has had no education, and is ignorant of 
genteel life, yet having received from the prin- 
Ciples of religion the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity,. 


his manners, like the wnpcliſhed part of rough 


8 Jame: 111. 1% . 
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to preſerve the character which, through, the 


ſuch contradiction of ſinners againſt himſelf, 
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ſilver or gold, are pleaſing, admired, and in 


fome caſes more ſimply fine than the part which 
has received a mot. ſhining poliſn. Let thoſe 


pretenders, therefore, to piety and religion who 
are yet auſtere in their manners, and who, 


through their angry paſſions, are grieving to 
their families, and a trouble to foctery; be 
aſhamed . of that | diſcredit (not to ſay more) 
which they bring upon Chriſtianity, and of that 
sidiculous. deceit . which: they impaſe upon 
themſelves, while they are expecting the rewards 
of heaven, with all that churlihneſs in their 
behaviour which! is ominous of their, fatal; diſ- 


pe dee in the great Judgment —_— 


III. Thoſe who have every, good quality. 


You. have encouraging examples Cd 


goodneſs and grace of God, you have acquired, 
Behold your Saviour, who, from a life of uni- 
verſal holineſs, and unequalled piety, hath en- 
couraged you, exactly as you are capable of 
following him, to walk in the ſame way, to final 
bliſs and everlaſting happineſs: by ꝓour pro- 


feſſion you are invited to look unto Jeſus; the 


Author and Finiſher of your faith, who for the 
joy which was ſet before him, endured the croſs, 
deſpiſing the ſhame, and is ſet. down. at the right 
hand of God. If you meet with any thing 
which depreſſes your ſpirits in the path of vir- 
tue and religion, conſider him who endured 


leſt 
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leſt ye be wearied and faint in your minds. 
Ye have not reſiſted, nor are you at all likely 
in theſe days to reſiſt, unto blood, ſtriving 
againſt ſin. The yoke which holds you to 
your duty is eaſy, and the burden which puts 

your religious virtues to a trial, at any time, 
muſt be (compared with that of your Saviour) 
light, You ſee, that from his nativity, as he 
grew in ſtature, he grew in wiſdom and in fa- 
vour with God and men; and had not his divine 
commiſſion made it neceſſary for him to oppoſe 
the vices of the world, and the errors of a 
wicked age, he would undoubtedly have retain- 
ed the approbation of all who faw him, in 
mildneſs of deportment, and in all the graces. 
of converſation. He was, indeed, the chiefeſt 
of ten thouſands, and altogether lovely: copy 
his example more and more my brethren, and 
rejoice in the future rewards of your exemplary 


religion. Take a view frequently of the lives of 
A 


. 
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thoſe, whom, as Chriſtians, you are called to imi- 


tate: I ſhallname John only, who, for the peculiar 


eſteem which our Saviour ſhewed him, was called 
the beloved diſciple. View the temper of his ſoul. 


in his epiſtles: What a ſpirit of love breathes ' 


In every line! What compaſtion and tenderneſs 
did he expreſs to thoſe whom he regarded as 
babes in Chriſt! What condeſcending affection 
did he expreſs for thoſe Chriſtians whom he 
ſtiled young men! And what deference to the 
fathers, thoſt good old men, who were his equals 
in age! This diſciple leaned. on the Saviour's 
boſom at the holy. ſupper, and. was. indulged in 
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the utmoſt freedom of convetfitio n with his 
Lord. Happieſt of Chriſtians are they who 
moſt nearly, in all their k teſemble this 
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Here 1 hall: conclude: abs Fb praying 
that it may, with ſome ſucceſs, promote the 
genuine ſpirit of Chriſtianity. May thoſe, who 
are but partially good, examine themſelves with 
diligence, and let them be emulous to acquire 
the defirable character of exemplary Chriſtians 
in every reſpett.' May no one cenforioully 
apply what 1 have ſaid to others, while he 
evades the benefit of applying it to himfelf, I 
rejoice in believing that a merciful diſtinction 
will be made between what is weak anch wilfully 
criminal in every man, by the great Judge of 
all. He who ſearcheth the heart knows how to 
pity the ſincere who laments and Jorſates his 
wickedneſs, of whatever kind, while he prepares 
judgment for the preſumptuous. He- never 
miſtakes the difference between à momentary 

aiſconduct by ſurprize, and a conſtant ſtruggle 
againſt the warnings of a feeling, but a hurt con- 
ſcience. The day haſtens apace which ſhall 
cloſe the ſcene of all our admonitions to the 
externally amiable, who have ſome latent vices ; 
the unamiable, who have ſome latent goorneſs ;,- 
and to all mankind, we humbly intreat, there 
fore, when our labours of every kind, for their 
benefit, are paſt, that our endeavours: to do 
them ſervice may be approved of by our God. 
To whom, through the great Mediator, be 
all honour and glory aſcribed. Amen. 


— N. 


apoſtle, „ 8 


I. | 
-BESE T with Snares on every Hand, 
In Life's uncertain Path I ſtand: 
Saviour divine diffuſe thy Light, 
To guide my doubtful footſteps right. 


IT. 


Engage this roving treacherous Heart, 
Great God, to chuſe the better Part; 
To ſcorn the Trifles of a Day, 


For Joys, which one can tale away. 


Then let the wildeſt Storms ariſe, 


Let Tempeſts mingle Earth and Skies; 
No fatal Shipwreck ſhall I fear, 


But all my Treaſure with me bear, 
. 


If thou, my Jeſus, ſtill art nigh, 
Cheerful I live, and cheerful die; 

Secure, when mortal Comforts flee, 
To find ten thouſand Worlds in thee. 
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